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T H E  I M A G I N G  &  G E O S P A T I A L  S O C I E T Y  

The SW Region of ASPRS is pleased to announce that the application materials for the student achievement and student travel awards 

are now available via the SW Region website.  There are two separate awards programs: for academic achievement in an imaging or 

GIS related college program and also for travel stipends to attend the ASPRS national meetings.  The programs are competitive and 

this year the applications can be completed digitally and submitted to the review committee.  The applications are due February 

1, 2012. Announcements for the award recipients will be made on Friday, February 10, 2012 via e-mail notification and posting on the 

ASPRS region website. 

Student  Achievement and Travel Awards  Applications Now Available! 

Stewart Walker is Director, product initiatives for the 
Geospatial eXploitation Products business area of BAE 
Systems in San Diego, California. Walker has M.A., MScE 
and Ph.D. degrees in geography and geomatics from the 
universities of Glasgow, New Brunswick and Bristol and 
an MBA from Heriot-Watt. He has authored approxi-
mately 200 technical papers. 

Walker joined ASPRS in 1973. He is an ASPRS Certified 
Photogrammetrist and a chartered land surveyor (U.K.). 
In 1977 he switched from academic life at the Univer-
sity of East London to the private sector, with Surveying 
and General Instrument Company, Kern, Leica, LH Sys-
tems, and Leica Geosystems, in sales, product manage-
ment and business development, in England, Switzer-
land and the U.S. He became product manager for SO-
CET SET® in 1991, when Leica undertook worldwide 
distribution, joined BAE Systems in 2004 and is respon-
sible for new directions in the development of SOCET 
GXP® and enterprise software products. 

He has served ASPRS as President then National Direc-
tor of the Southwest U.S. Region, Co-Chair of the De-
fense and Intelligence Committee and Co-Chair of the 
Conference Planning Committee for the ASPRS 2010 
Annual Conference. 

Walker lives in Poway, California, with his wife Sheila. 
His son, Anton, is a sophomore at Berkeley and his 
daughter, Sophie, is an analyst with Mission Measure-
ment in Washington, D.C. 
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First Images of New Chinese Aircraft Carrier 

DigitalGlobe, a commercial US satellite company said it has 
captured a photo of China's first aircraft carrier in the Yel-
low Sea off the Chinese coast. DigitalGlobe said one of its sat-
ellites photographed the carrier on Dec. 8, 2011. The Varyag 
wasn't up to anything suspicious, but was merely on a trial 
run. Still, the photo has drawn interest because of specula-
tion of what the carrier might mean for China's military 
strength.  China bought the ship from Ukraine in 1998 and 
spent years refurbishing it. Beijing initially said little about 
its plans for the carrier but has been more open in recent 
years, said Bonnie S. Glaser, a China expert at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. "It wasn't until the Chi-
nese actually announced they were sending it out on a trial 
run they admitted, 'Yes, we are actually launching a carrier,'" 
she said. (Story Courtesy of AP) (Imagery by DigitalGlobe) 
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Where in the World?   

Can you name the location of this 

historical rope bridge?  Answer 

next month... 

Calling on All Interested Parties:  The elections for the 2012-2013 ASPRS Southwest US Region 

will be taking place next month.  As always, the region is reaching out to you our valued members to solicit 

nominations for the open region positions for this upcoming election.  Open positions include Vice-

President, Regional Directors (3), and National Director(1).  The position descriptions and duties of each 

position can be found here.  If you would like to nominate an active member for a regional position or indi-

cate your own interest in standing for election, please forward a brief biographical sketch and a recent pho-

tograph to the Editor indicating which position you are interested in or are nominating for.  The informa-

tion will be  forwarded to the Chair of the nominating committee for the Region.  Send to Editor. 

Next Stop Mars! 

This image from the High Resolution Stereo Camera 

(HRSC) carried on board ESA's Mars Express spacecraft and 

operated by the German Aerospace Center (Deutsches Zen-

trum für Luft- und Raumfahrt; DLR) shows a view from the 

northeast of Gale Crater, situated at latitude 5.4 degrees 

south and longitude 137.9 degrees east. This image is a col-

our-coded perspective view based on a digital terrain model 

derived from stereo image data.     NASA's Mars Science 

Laboratory (MSL), with its rover Curiosity, which was 

launched on 26 November 2011, is scheduled to land in the 

northern part of Gale Crater – in the depression shown in 

blue in the right third of the image – in August 2012.  (ESA/

DLR/FU Berlin (G. Neukum) ) 
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