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- PROPOSED ACTIVITIES OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PHOTOGRAMMETRY

by
0. S. Reading

Any one listening to discussions of the relative merits of
single lens and multi-lens photographs, of focal plane versus
between-the-lens shutters, of plotting mechines versus photo-
graphs combined with plane table, will be impressed with the re-
semblance of the present state of photogrammetry in this country
to the fable of the three blind men examining an elephant. As I
remember the story, one blind men felt the trunk, eanother the
legs, and a third the tail. Iach thought the other very stupid
and very much misteken as to the character of the animel. 1In
much the same manner, each one of us hes had more or less limited
experience with different types of photographs and has compiled
different types of maps from them, but few of us are experts in
all branches of the art. Each has much to gain from listening
to the ideas and experiences of others for we are all feeling
our way rather blindly around the tremendous new possibilities
of mepping from aerial photogrephs.

It is planned that the activities of the American Society
of Photogrammetry will serve to unify and maske effective the
present scattered hopes, aspirations, ideals, knowledge, and
experience of its members through the following types of sctivity
discussed below.

-~ The News Letter -

A News Letter will be published in which photo mepping
activities in this country and abroad will be described and dis-
cussed, and which will furnish the members of the Society with
an unexcelled meens of inter-communication. It is hoped that in
the News Letter, the various members of the Society will discuss
fully and frankly the work which they have been doing and will
criticize in a constructive fashion the work of others. Through
such an intcrchange of experiences and ideas, we will all acquire
a much more accurate and completc knowledge of the new art of
photogrammetry.

The discussions will not be confined to work bcing done.
They will touch upon hypotheticel projects with which some of us
may be confronted in the future. If the Necws Letter has the cir-
culation for which we now hope, the propounders of such project
problems may thus be able to obtain valueble advice and sugges-
tions from mcmbers of the Sociecty. ,

The mimecographed style of the News Letter is informal just
as the discussions will be. Let us rcserve our formal &nd care-
fully considercd statements for the Yecar Book. If we spray our
discussions informally around like the streem from a hosc, we are
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much more likely to cover the subject and to hit the important
points, than if we try, with our present incomplete knowledge,
to hit thom with a few precisc statements. 4nd let no man fear
to display his ignorance. Thosc of us who have becn working and
studying long cnough to have learned we arc mistaeken, also re-
mnember how many foolish statemcnts wc oursclves have made and
arqg charitable. Thosc who make no mistakes ncither lcarn nor
accomplish much in this world.

- The Year Book =

It is pl&nncd that the Socicty will publish an amnuel Year
Bock. In it will be reprinted important technical papers, dis-
cussions and articlcs transletecd from forcign languages which
have oppeared in the Nows Letter during the preoccding months.
It will zlso contain such additional technical papcrs and dis-
cussions &s arc rcquired to prescnt & complete picturc of the
progress of thc art of photogrammetry during cach year. Thus
it will scrve as a valueble rofcrcence work for zll members of
the profession.

- Translations from Forcign Languages -

A committee on translation will preparc translations of
articles in foreign languages which arc of especcial intcrest to
nembers of the Sociecty. These translations will appeer in the
News Letter and in the Ycar Book, and will furnish velusble in-
formation which might otherwisc be unacvaileble.

~ Moetings of the Socicty =~

Periodical meetings of the Socidéty will be held which will
cncble members to meet and know others interestcd in the same
subject. For cach occasion there will be prepored an intercst-
ing program of discussion. It is planncd that these mcetings
will be sufficiently informal in charactor to permit of the
fullcst and frankest prcscntation of the mony difficult problems
facing our profession.

-~ The Technical Committccs =

In order that the best minds and the widest expericnce may
bc brought to becar upon the verious technicel problcems of intor-
ecst to mecmbecrs of the Socicty, it has been decided to appoint o
scrics of technical committces. These committecs will submit
periodical reports and discussions for publication in the News
Letter and the Ycar Book. To them will be referrcd rcoquests by
mcmbers of the Socicty for information and technical suggestions.
Where such inquiries arc of goneral interest, they will be
printed in thc News Lotter along with the rocply or advice from
the particular committce to which they are referrod.

Neturally, thc mcmbcorship of the committeeos is being selec-
ted from among thosc experts known to have donc valuable work in
their spcecial subjecet. 'here possible, divergent views and in-
terests are represcnted in order that thore may be ample




discussion of controversial subjects, with the submission of
minority roports or rccommendations for rcscarch and experimont
- where discussion docs not lcead to agrcement, :

The technicel committees arc listed bolow, with memhcrshlp
indicatecd, subjecct to acceptance by mcmbers absent from Washing-

ton.

Exccutive Committee

C. H. Birdsecye, Chairman
J« W. Bzgley

0. S. Reading

J. Ws Ninneman

M. S. Wright

We N. Brown

Cs Wa Collior

Publications Committec

C. W. Collier, Chairman
Le T. Elicl

0. S. Reading

J. H, Wheat

M. S. Wright

Committee on Translations

Heinz Gruner, Chairman (Germen)
Voluntcers desired (Fronch)
Volunteers desired (Italian)
G. Medina (Spanish)

Committec on Specifications
of Maps and Photographs

J. W. Bagley, Chairman
W. N. Brown
Le T Bliml
We S. Park
o e that

Committoc on Plotting Instruments

~Bruce C., Hill, Chairman
1 T LB
Heinz Gruner
T. P. Pendleton

Mambershig Committoce

J. W. Ninnemen, Chairman
R. K. Boan

B. G. Jones

J. H, Wheat

S. D. Sarason -

Program Committce

O. S, Rcading, Chairman
J. W. Bagley
C. H. Davey

Committee on Photographic Maps

0. S, Reading, Chairman
Wold Arnold
J. W. Bagley
C. H. Davey
M. S. Wright

Committee on Photo Techniguo
and Instruments

L. W. Stovens, Chairman
I, C. Gardner

Virgil Kaufmen

F. W, Lutz

: Ashley~McKinley

Committec en Mathcmatieal
Analxsis \

~Barl Church, Chairman

L. H. Caldwell
Brucec C, Hill
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- Afflliation with the Intcrnational -
- Society of Photogrammetry -

It is planncd th&t the Socicty will be affiliated with th@
Intornetional Socicty of Photogremmetry, which will give our
members valuable contacts and standing with photogrammctrists
in other countrics. Such an effiliation wes mcde possible and
desirable at the Internetional Congress of Photogrammetrists
held in Zurich in 1930, Fhrough the adoption of new and liberel
statutes for the Internaticnal Socicty, the decision to print
the proccedings in English and French, as well 2s in German, and
the plans adopted to reprint end meke aveilablo the teochnical
articles previously published in the Archiv fur Photogrammctrzc.

Through the Internctional Socicty, we sholl be associated
with other national socictics locate& 21l over the world and
listecd below:

‘ Numbcr of Mcmbers .
German Society of Photogrammctry e ;
Austricn Socicty of Photogrammetry : 82
Spanish Socicty of Photogrammetry 140
Finnish Socicty of Photogrommectry No Recora
French Socicty of Photogrammctry 103
Hungerien Socicty of Photogrammotry 84
Letvien Soecicty of Photogrammetry 24
Norwegian Socicty of FPhotogrammetry .19
Polish Socicty of Photogrammectry 104
Rumanicn Society of Photogrammetry 66
Swedish Society of Photogrammetry ‘ 60
Swiss Socioty of Photogrammetry 15
Czecchoslovakian Society of Photogrommctry ; 81
Belgian Socicty of Photogrammetry No Record
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RANDOM FACTS AND FANCIES

by
W. N. Brown

Our national developnent, after nmany years of "Just grow-
ing like Topsy"” is now entering an era of planning. Witness
the neny news itens. Among then we have proposels for the
planned developnent of several large river velleys, covering
thousands of squere niles; planned forest belts to modify the
clinate of vast areas; plonning to prevent soil erosion on the
Indian Reservations, and nany other plenned activities familiar
to all who read.

Correlateu to the thought of extensive planning is the
thought of a progren of extensive napping of the physical data.
Successful plenning of physical concditions nust have a wide
range of naps. These will extend from the photographic print
and the nosiac to the accurate topographic wap. It is generally
accepted as true "Thet no survey of eny nagnitude, that nay be
called a stendard survey, will be mode in the future without the




