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- Afflliation with the Intcrnational -
- Society of Photogrammetry -

It is planncd th&t the Socicty will be affiliated with th@
Intornetional Socicty of Photogremmetry, which will give our
members valuable contacts and standing with photogrammctrists
in other countrics. Such an effiliation wes mcde possible and
desirable at the Internetional Congress of Photogrammetrists
held in Zurich in 1930, Fhrough the adoption of new and liberel
statutes for the Internaticnal Socicty, the decision to print
the proccedings in English and French, as well 2s in German, and
the plans adopted to reprint end meke aveilablo the teochnical
articles previously published in the Archiv fur Photogrammctrzc.

Through the Internctional Socicty, we sholl be associated
with other national socictics locate& 21l over the world and
listecd below:

‘ Numbcr of Mcmbers .
German Society of Photogrammctry e ;
Austricn Socicty of Photogrammetry : 82
Spanish Socicty of Photogrammetry 140
Finnish Socicty of Photogrommectry No Recora
French Socicty of Photogrammctry 103
Hungerien Socicty of Photogrammotry 84
Letvien Soecicty of Photogrammetry 24
Norwegian Socicty of FPhotogrammetry .19
Polish Socicty of Photogrammectry 104
Rumanicn Society of Photogrammetry 66
Swedish Society of Photogrammetry ‘ 60
Swiss Socioty of Photogrammetry 15
Czecchoslovakian Society of Photogrommctry ; 81
Belgian Socicty of Photogrammetry No Record
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RANDOM FACTS AND FANCIES

by
W. N. Brown

Our national developnent, after nmany years of "Just grow-
ing like Topsy"” is now entering an era of planning. Witness
the neny news itens. Among then we have proposels for the
planned developnent of several large river velleys, covering
thousands of squere niles; planned forest belts to modify the
clinate of vast areas; plonning to prevent soil erosion on the
Indian Reservations, and nany other plenned activities familiar
to all who read.

Correlateu to the thought of extensive planning is the
thought of a progren of extensive napping of the physical data.
Successful plenning of physical concditions nust have a wide
range of naps. These will extend from the photographic print
and the nosiac to the accurate topographic wap. It is generally
accepted as true "Thet no survey of eny nagnitude, that nay be
called a stendard survey, will be mode in the future without the
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aid of cerial photography.” Photogrammetry and surveying and
nepping ere hitched to the sane kite and will either fall or
arrive, together.

If they 2re to arrive, we rust rutuslly study and solve
our problens. TFrank and fricndly discussions, in the Scociety
News Letter, of the mony divergent conceptions of these problens
ané their solution, should be -both interesting and beneficicl,

I exhort all persons interested to contribute and to nurse care-
fully & saving sense of hunor. Although many of our menbers are
inportant Govermment officials, I do not believe they will go
free from sorne severe "panning" where their mecthods and policies
deserve such treatment.

* There should be listed among the subjects for discussion,
such subjects as; to nake planning offiecials and the generel
public MAP CONSCIOUS. A% present, neither our law nokers, the
general public nor nany of the Government officials in charge of
vast crnounts of planning work are nap conscious, Discussions
pointing out specific cases of poor plans and waste of money, due
primarily to lack of proper map data should be so continuous ond
so consistent, that never agein would ¢ conprehensive napping
plan such as that recently put forward by Enginecring Council,
be turned cdown. The denend for proper neps should be like thot
of the fanous renedy, such thot even the babies cry for it,

Aerial photogrephy, photograrnetry and napping is not just
a question of the delivery of neterisl. Knowledge, skill cnd
service are involved to such an extent thet the naterial repre-
sented by film and print arc ¢ very sncll portion of the de-
livered product. Given the scme films cnd prints, the quality
of the finel product will vary just a&s widely as will the out-
conne of o surgical operation or a law suit, dependent upon the
ability of those in whose hands the matter is placed. The
feilure of o neop to serve its purposc cen be just as costly os
the loss of a law suit., In the hands of the inept, the cost of
neking the nap nay be many tines what it should be. City and
Governnent officials tell us they arc conpelled to advertisc
napping work and that it is next to inpossible to let it to any
other than the low bidder, even though they know he has feoiled
to deliver on somec previous work. It is our task to work for
o chenge of conception in this m~tter. One method of attacking
the problem is to plece in the honds of those officials conclu-
sive data showing thet the low bid ney often the most expensive
be when the job is viewed as & wholec, This opcns up discussion
of the neans of differentiating a low bid arising fron & lack
of knowlecdge and expericnce from one due to special cbility and
equipnent. :

Proper spccifications and nodes of testing the product
delivercd, combinecd with strict rejection of ~ll work not up
to standard, plus a neons of bringing to the attention of all
boncing coripanics the nenies of thosc low bid feilures arising
from inconpetence, nay do nuch toward clinineting the bids of
incorpetent bidders. Placing this doate beforc the Conptroller's




Office will also strengthen the hend of those Burcau Chiefs who
realize that sone low bids c2re often ot the most desirable oncs.

However, the real objcet of specifications is to make known
just what service is desired. They must, therefore, be explicit
and readily understendeble to £ll., Since they naterially cffeect
the quality and cost of the work, they nust be well adapted to
the purposc of the work., Slight changes in the specifications
mey double the cost of the work, yet may not add one whit to the
accurcey of the results. Discussion of and standerdization of
spocifications, so far cs may be possible to standardize then,
will prove both intercesting and bencficial.,

There is quite & divergence of opinion concerning tests.
This applics especiclly to the proper riethod of testing topo-
grephic maps.  Tests scerve two distinct functions. Onc to scec
that the work cccomplished ncets the requircnents of accuracy
in accordance with the specifications. Tho other one, and to
ny niné the nost inportent one, is thot if mede during the prog-
rcss of the work, they indicate changes that nmay be nade in the
nethod, advontageous both to accurccy and cost of results. - On
large jobs, one of the nost difficult problems is that of stand-
ardizing the work of nieny different opcrators each having dif-
feront ability or characteristics, in an effort to producc a
mep which, as & whole, will maintain a fixed standard. During
the progress of the work, tests of each man's results will show
just where thet individucl errs fron the stondard. They will
develop the fact that one men can with ton loeated points per
acre, produce just as good topography =s cnother will with twonty
such points. A study of the reason for this mry result in cor-
recting thc conc¢ition. Every man in charge of a napping projcct
is neglcetful of his duty if he does not have proper tests nmade.
It is casy to be saotisfied with oncs own work and to fececl that
it is sctisfactory, but in that dircction lics poor work and
inefficiency.
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ARE WE PROVINCIAL?
by
i« Ti-Bldod

Photograrmetry is being practiced cxtensively on cevery con-
tinent. Different mothods, cquipnient and conditions hove de=-
veloped a loeal technique in nany centers of activity. Countrics
as closc togocther as Canada and the United Stetes have special
nethods andé prefercncese.

We, in the Unitecd States, ney casily isclote ourselves in
an inpregnable aura of conmplaccney ond sclf satisfoction. Ve
are ineclined te believe that everything should be done as we do
ite.

A glance arouné the world shows thet 2o good many other fel-
lows have idees which we rwust adnit arc interesting, even if we
can't unbend cnough to call then good. At lenst, it has been




