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Office uill also strengthen the hend of those Bureau Chiefs \lho
realize that sone low bids ere often hot the nost desircble ones.

However, the real object of specifications is to nnke. known
just what service is desired. They Dust, therefore, be explicit
and readily underst~ndable to ~ll. Since they ncterinlly effect
the quelity and cost of the work, they nust be well adapted to
the purpose of the work. Slight chenges in tho specifications
Dey double the cost of the uork, yet Dey not add one rrhit to the
nccuro.cy of the results. Discussion of ~nd standardization of
specifications, so far as nny be possible to stnndcrdize thon,
will prove both interesting and beneficial.

Thero is qUite ~ diverGence of opinion concerning tests.
This npplies ospeciclly to the proper nothod of testing topo­
grnphic naps. Tests serve tuo distinct functions. One to seo
tho.t the \1orK.nccOl:lplished l:1eets the requirerJ.ents of c.ccurncy
in ~ccordnnce uith the specifications. Tho other ono, end to
ny nina the nost inportcnt one, is thct if Llndo during the prog­
ress of the work, they indiccte ch~ngos thnt n~y be ~.de in tho
nethod, adv~ntageous both to nccurccy ~nd cost of results •. On
large jobs, one of the nost difficult problems is that of st~nd­

ardizing the work of nany different operators ench having dif­
ferent ability or chGrncteristics, in an effort to produce u
map TIhich, as ~ uhole, uill ncintain Q fixed standard. During
the progress of the ~ork, tests of oach nan's results will show
just whore thct individucl errs fron the stnndard. They uill
develop the f~ct tha.t one l~.n can with ten loccted points per
~cre, produce just as good topogr~phy GS ~nother will uith twenty
such points. A study of the reason for this n~y result in cor­
recting the condition. Every nan in cha.rge of n napping project
is neglectful of his duty if he doos not hnve proper tests nnde.
It is ensy to be sntisfied uith ones oun uorknnd to feel th~t

it is,sctisfactory, but in that direction lios poor nark nnd
inefficiency.
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ARE ~~ PROVINCIAL?
by

L. T. Eliel

Photogrm~etry is being pruGticed extensively on every con­
tinent. Different nethods, equipnent Qnd conditions have de­
velopod n local technique in nnny centers of activity. Countries
ns close togother ~s Cnnada ~nd the United sto.tes have special
Dethods cnd,preferences.

We~ in the United Stntos, ncy easily isol~te ourselves in
an inpregnnble aurn of conplacency end self s~tisfaction. ~e

Qre in~lined to believe that everything should bo done es ue do
it.

A glanco nround tho porld shous th~t Q good mnny other fel­
lous have ideas uhich ue nust ndoit nre interestinG, even if ue
ca.n't unbend enough to cell then good. At ler-st, it hes beon

\



/

- 7 -

'too difficult in the past td learn enough nbout them to forn any
very conclusive idens as to relative nerits.

Tho American Society of Photograc~~etryuill bring to the
desk of every menber ~ll of this inforn~tion, translated into
good English end carefully selected. Discussions ITill bo car­
ried on in our colunns.

Are TIC nIl f~~liliar uith the nctivities in Chinn, Russin
and Japan? Trenendous projects nrc under uay in these countries.
Do TIe knou thnt Peru ~nd Colunbic have equipncnt und extensive
prograns? Arc wc faniliar with the detailed photogrannetric
nethod by which nearly all of Suitzcrland hes been napped? Do
ue know how napping is being done in Colonicl Fr~nce? Hou about
the extensive work in Persia, Irnq, Turkey, Rouoanin, Spr.in and
Portugal? The Scandinnvicn Countries have sone very interesting
pages in the ir proGrams. ' PerhC'.ps e.s l:luch aref': hns been aerially
napped in South Africa cs in the United States. How did the
detailed naps of Rio de Jnniero and Snn Pnulo turn out?

This is tho sort of infornC'.tion thr..t our "News Letter il uill
bring to nembers of the Society.
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CURRENT HORK AND PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE
by

C. W. Collier

While it is connon knowledge ~hat n large ~ount of photo­
grannetrical TIork hes been done during the pest year, feu people
appreciate either the scope of the work which has actually been
un~Gr uny or its inplicntions. Is it not an interesting co­
incidence, if such it nay be cnlled, thct the large end sudden
increase in photogrnmoetricnl nctivity has acconpanied n tre­
nendous expansion of governmental planning activities? If the
apparent connection betueon these tuo SUbjects is in truth e
real connection, the futuro of photogrcLwetricnl work Dust look
bright indeed.

It is obvious that the United Stntes is entering upon c
nerr phese of coordinating its nctivities in nccordence nith
cnrefully developed plnns. This is part,icularly true insofar
ns the use of land is concerned. In this field of nctivity
ue find the ~griculturnl Adjustncnt Adninistration controlling
in detail,the production of crops upon nnny nillion ~cres of
land. The United States Forest Service is acquiring lcrge neTI
areas and is undert~king gigcntic schenes for the control of'
gind nndcliLmtic factors in the Mississippi Valley. Tho Do­
pnrtnont of tho Interior is undertcking tho extrnordinnrily
difficult ~ask of plcnning and controlling the use of vast and
scattered acreages of the Public Donnin. The Soil Erosion
Service is planning in deteil the use to uhich 28000 square
niles in tuonty~seven different states nny be put, in order
that erosion and floods nay be controlled, the initicl prograo
probably being but Q prelinin~ry to a vastly exp~nded under­
takinG uhich uill effect tho ontire United stntes. The Tennessee


