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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE RETIRING PRESIDENT

To THE'MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PHOTOGRAMMETRY:

IN'PRESENTING MY ANNUAL REPORT AS THE RETIRING PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY,

WISH TO EXPRESS MY APPREC I AT ION OF THE EXCELLENT COOPER AT ION AND SUPPORT RECE I VED

FROM EACH OFFICER, DIRECTOR AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OF OUR ORGANIZATION. IT IS ON­

LY TH~OUGH THIS WHOLE·HEARTED, WIDE-SPREAD COOPERATION, COUPLED WITH THE FINAN­

CfAL SUPPORT COMING FROM OUR SUSTAINING MEMBERS, THAT IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE FOR

THE SOCIETY TO EXPAND ITS PROGRAM FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE ART AND SCIENCE OF

f>-HOTOGRAMMETRY AND MAKEDEF I N I TE PROGRESS TOWARD THE OBJECT I VE,S WH I CH WOE HAVE SET

BEFORE US.
WE ENTERED THE YEAR WITH A MEMBERSHIP OF "354 AND SET OUR SAILS FOR A GOAL OF

500 MEMBERS, WJTH EVERY MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY ENLISTED ON THE MEMBERSHIP COMMIT­

TEE. WE CLOSE THE YEAR WITH A ME-MBERSHIP OF 632. DURING THIS PERIOD WE HAVE

P LAC E'D ME M B E R S HIP I NTH E SOC lET Y ON A CAL END A R - YEA R BAS IS, TOT H E END T HAT ALL

STATEMENTS FOR DUES MAY BE SENT OUT SIMULTANEOUSLY At THE END OF THE YEAR AND

THUS ELIMINATE THE LARGE AMOUNT OF" CLERICAL WORK AND SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CAUSE~ BY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS CONTINUOUSLY BECOMING DUE. OUR REGULAR MEMBER-

SHIP FEE OF $3.00 PER YEAR IS VERY NOMINAL AND DOES NOT COVER THE ACTUAL PER

CAPITA COST OF" RUNNING THE SOCIETY, THE DIF"FERENCE BEING CARRIED BY SUSTAINING

MEMBERSHIPS AND, THROUGH THE SALE OF PUBLICATIONS. WHILE IT MAY LATER BECOME DE­

SIRABLE, OR NECESSARY, TO INCREASE THE DUES TO $5.00 PER YEAR, IT IS RECOMMENDED

THAT FOR THE NEXT F"EW YEARS AT LEAST, WHILE THE SOCIETY IS GETTING ITS STRIDE, A

SPEOIAL EFFORT BE MADE TO HOLD TO THE PRESENT F"IGURE.

DURING THE YEAR THE F"OLLOWING 'INDIVIDUALS AND F"IRMS ASSISTED F"INANCIALLY IN

THE WORK OF" THE SOCIETY THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF" SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS AT $50.00
EACH: - ABRAMS AERIAL SURVEYS, AERO SERV,ICE CORPORATION, AGF"A ANSCO CORPORATION,

BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY, MISS LOUiSE A. BOYD, EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ED~AR

TOBIN AERIAL SURVEYS, FAIRCHILD AERIAL CAMERA CORPORATION, FAIRCHILD AERIAL SUR­

VEYS, MAJO~ W. SIDNEY PARK, SOUTHWESTERN AERIAL SURVEYS, AND WALLACE AERIAL SUR­

VEYS. THIS RESPONSE TO OUR INVITATIONS FOR SUSTAINING' MEMBERSHIPS FOR THE YEAR

1936 WAS VERY GRATIFYING AND MOST HEARTILY APPRECIATED. (TRUST THAT THE ACCEP­

TANCES OF THE INVITATIONS FOR 1937 WILL SHOW A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE.

EARLY I N THE YEAR AN EVERY,,:,MEMBER QUEST lONNA I RE WAS SENT TO THE MEMBERSH I P

CALLING FOR SUGGESTIONS ON MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY. THIS

CANVASS BROUGHT IN NUMEROUS REPLIES, ALL OF WHICH WERE GIVEN CAREFUl- CONSIQERA­

TION, AND RESULTED IN MANY HELPF"UL SUGGESTIONS.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH RECOMMENDATIONS PRESENTED AT THE LAST ANNUAL MEETING AND

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTION AT ITS F"IRST MEETING OF THE YEAR, OUR PUBLICA­

TION HAS BEEN ISSUED AS A QUARTERLY INSTEAD OF A BI-MONTHLY AND A SPECIAL MIMEO­

GRAPHED NEWS LETTER HAS BEEN SENT OUT FROM TIMETOTIME TO KEEP THE MEMBERSHIP IN

CLOS E TOUCH WITH SOC I ETY ACT I V I TIES. CO I NC I DENT W,I TH THE' CHANG E I N PER I 00 OF" PU B~

LICATION OF THE MAGAZINE, THE MANNER OF PUBLICATION WAS CHANGED FROM MIMEOGRAPHING

TOP HOT 0 - LIT HOG RAP H I C OFF" SET P R I NT I N G, U SINGAB E T T ERG R A 0 E OF" PAPER AND AN f M­

PROVED METHOD OF BINDING. THE NAME OF" THE PUBLICATION HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM

"NEWS NOTES OF" THE AMERiCAN SOCIEty OF PHOTOGRAMMETRY" TO "PHOTOGRAMMETRIC ENGI­

NEERING" AND THE POST OF"FICE DEPARTMENT HAS ADMITTED THE PUBLICATION TO THE MAILS

AT MAT E R I ALL Y RED U C E.D RAT E S 0 F P 0 S TAG E • WIT H THE C HAN GEl NTH E N AM E AND STY LEO F

OUR MAGAZINE, I FEEL THAT OUR PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE SHOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO PRE­

SCRIBE SUCH ADDITIONAL PUBLICATION RE~UIREMENT$ AS THEY MAY CONSIDER IN KEEPING

WITH THE NATURE OF THE PUBLICATION. THE SOCIETY IS D"EEPLY INDEBTED TO MR., CHARLES

W. COLLIER FOR HiS FINE WORK AS CHAIRMAN OF THE PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE AND TO THE

MEMBERS OF HIS SECRETARIAL STAFF WHO HAVE GIVEN FREELY OF THEIR TIME AFTER OFFICE

HOURS, WORKING ON THE PUCLICATION WITHO~T REMUNERATION.

DURING THE YEAR IT HAS BEEN FOUND NECESSARY TO MAKE A NUM~ER OF CAPITAL IN­

VESTMENTS IN THE WAY OF EQUIPMENT NEEDED TO REDUCE OPERATING EXPENSES AND TO MEET

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS. THESE INVESTMENTS TOtAL SOME $300.00 OR MORE AND ARE LISTED

IN THE TREASURER'S REPORT AMONG THE ASSETS OF THE SOCIETY. THEY INCLUDE A COM­

PLETE ELLIOTT MECHANICAL ADDnESSING SYSTEM FOR HANDLIN~ ALL BULK MAILINGS TO THE

MEMBERSHIP, A SPECIAL TyPEWRITER NEEDED TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE POSTAL

REGULATIONS AS TO STYLE OF TYPE AND OTHER SPECIFIED FEATURES OF OUR MAGAZINE,

SPECIAL PLATES AND DIES FOR OUR STATIONERY AND EMBLEMS; AND A WORKING STOCK OF"

EMBLEMS TO MEET CURRENT DEMANDS. SPEC' AL THANKS I S DUE COLONEL 81 RDSEYE, THROUGH
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VERY SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNT.

WITH THE INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP, THERE HAS BEEN A VERY MATERIAL INCREASE IN

THE ROUTIKE AND TECHNICAL CORRESPONbENCE TO ~E HANDLED BY THE SECRETARY'S OF"F"ICE

AND A CORRESPONDING INCREASE IN THE WORK OF" HANDLING THE MAILINGS OF" PUBLICATIONS

AND ~EWS LETTERS. ' IN ORDER TO MEET THIS LATTER PROBLEM AND THUS'HOLD TO A MINI­

MU M THE G ENE R A L C L ERIC ALE XPEN S E , A VOL U NT E E R M A I LIN G AND 0 1STRIB UTI 0 N 0 EPA R T ­

MENt HAS BEE~ ORGAN I ZED UNDER THE SUPERV I S I ON OF" MR. G. F. NAHAS OF" THE PHOTO­

GRAMMETRIC UNIT OF" THE SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE, WHO, WITH THE VOLUNTEER ASSiS­

TANCE OF" OTHER MEMBERS IN THE UNIT, HANDLES ALL BULK MAILINGS OF" THE SOCIETY.
SPEC I AL MENT I ON SHOULD BE MADE OF" THE WORK OF" OUR VERY CAPA BLE Ass I STANT

SECRETARY, MRS. PARATER, WHO, WITH HER ASSISTANTS, HAS GIVEN THE SOCIETY MUCH
VOLUNTEER SERVICE.

THE COMMITTEE ON BIBLIOGRAPHY, UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF" MAJOR WHEAT, HAS

DONE AN EXCELLENT PIECE OF" WORK IN THE PREPARATION OF" THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ON PHQTO­

GRAMMETRY, WHICH WILL APPEAR AS VOL. I I, N6. 4 OF" OUR QUARTERLY PUBLICATIO~. As

ANNOUNCED IN THE NEWS LETTER OF" DECEMBER 19, THE PUBLICATION HAS BEEN DELAYED

SOMEWHAT ON ACCOUNT OF" THE NECESSITY Or SENDING TO THE F"ACTORY F"OR A SPECIAL

TYPEWRITER. THE OPERATING EXPENDITURESF"OR THE YEAR HAVE BEEN BUDGETED IN SUCH

A MANNER AS TO LEAVE A BALANCE IN THE TREASURY AS OF" JANUARY 1,1937 SUF"F"ICIENT
TO COVER THE PUBLICATION AND MAILING EXPENSE OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. A.RRANGEMENTS

HAVE BEEN MADE F"OR THE PUBLICATION OF" THREE HUNDRED EXTRA COPIES F"OR SALE TO LI­

BRARIES AND INDIVIDUALS AT $2.00 PER COpy.

THE JOlin RESEARCH PROJECT INITIATED BY THE SOCIETY AT THE NATIONAL BUREAU

OF" STANDARDS WITH T~E COOPERATION OF" THE SOIL CONSERVATIO~ SERVICE, THE GEOLOGI­

C'AL SURVEY, AND OTHER INTERESTED AGENCIES TO MAKE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF" THE

SUBJECT OF" DIMENSIONAL CHANGES IN THE SEVERAL tYPES OF" PHOTOGRAPHIC F"ILM AND PA­

PER USED IN AERIAL SURVEYING IS MAKING VERY SATISF"ACTORY PROGRESS, AS INDICATED

BY THE REPORT PRESENTED BY MR. RAYMOND DAVIS, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF" tHE WORK. IT

IS EXPTCTED THAT THIS PROJECT WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN THE NEXT F"£W MONTHS.

THE STUDY OF" THE SUBJECT OF" CONTROL F"OR AER I AL PHOTOGRAPH I C MAPP I NG W'H I CH IS

BE I NG CARR I EO ON BY THE COMM I TTEE ON SPEC I'F I CAT IONS UNDER THE CHA I RMANSH I P OF

COLONEL BIRDSEYE, WITH THE COOPERATION OF" THE SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE, THE

COAST SURVEY AND THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, IS STILL IN THE PLANNING STAGE, ALTHOUGH

CONSIDERABLE PRELIMINARY WORK HAS BEEN DONE. THESE STUDIES INVOLVE A GREAT DEAL

OF WORK AND WILL REQUIRE SOME TIME TO FINISH. HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THEY

BE CARRIED OUT AS' EXPEDITIOUSLY AS CIRCU'MSTANCES WILL' PERMIT. A' SPECIAL SUB­

COMMITTEE OF" THE COMMITTEE ON SPECIFICATIONS IS WORKING ON THE COMPLETION OF THE
STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR MOSAICS.

IN CONCLUSION, THERE ARE SEVERAL F"EATURES OF THE YEAR'S ACTIVITIES WHICH,

WHILE THEY HAVE BEEN SET FORTH IN DETAIL IN THE NEWS LETTERS, OR HAVE BEEN OTHER­

WISE ANNOUNCED TO THE SO"CIETY, SHOULD BE MENTIONED HERE AS A MATTER OF RECORD.

THESE INCLU,DE AF"FILIATIO'N, OF"" THE SOCIETY WITH THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE; COOPERATION WITH THE INSTITUTE OF THE AERONAUTICAL S'CI­

ENOES I N SPONSOR I NG AN AER I AL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SESS I ON OF THE SUMMER MEET I NG OF" THE

ASSOCIATION HE_LD JU"NE 17TH AT ROCHESTER, N. Yo; THE' PROMULGATION AND ADOPTION OF

OUR CODE OF" ETHICS; THE 1936 SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF" THE SOCIETY HELD 'SEPTEMBER

3RD TO 5TH AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE UNOER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE TENNESSEE VAL­
LEY SECTION; COOPERATION WITH THE DIRECTOR OF" PROCUREMENT OF THE UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT IN THE PROMULGATION OF STANDARD SPECIF"ICATIONS FOR AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

F"OR GENERAL MAP WORK AND LAND STUDIES; AND THE ACCEPTANCE BY OUR BOARD OF DIREC­

TION OF THE APPLICATION RECENTLY F"ILED WITH THE SECRETARY FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE TEXAS SECTION OF THE SOCIETY.

As WE ENTER THE NEW YEAR OF" SOCIETY ENDEAVOR, WE SHOULD DO SO REALIZING THAT

WITH INCREASED MEMBERSHIP AND AN EX~ANDED PROGRAM, THERE HAVE COME TO OUR SOCIETY

ADDED RESPONSIBILITIES. THEREFORE, LET US RENEW OUR EFF"ORTS AND COOPERATE WITH

INCREASED ZEAL IN STRIVING TO CARRY OUT THE CONSTRUCTIVE P'URPOSES FOR WHICH THE
SOCIETY WAS FOUNDED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

HARRY H. BLEE,

RETIRING PRESIDENT.

(PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, JANUARY '9, 1937)
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