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INTRODUCTION

PRESIDENT LUNDAHL: This is the
fourth in a series of panels and sym­

posia on Photo Interpretation which have
been presenied at our Annual Meetings.
They have revealed the wide range of in­
terest, noi only within the military organ­
izations, but also the Federal, commercial
and private practice. The program this
year is the longest that we have had--'-a full
day devoted to Photo Interpretation.

Dr. John Roscoe, of the U. S. Air Force,
has organized and will head this operation.
He taught cartography, photogrammetry,
geography and economics at a number of
universities, and photo interpretation at
the Army Air Force, Navy and Marine
Corps schools. He is the commanding
officer of a Marine Corps reserve photo in­
telligence group. In 1946, 1947 and 1948,
he was the Staff Photogrammetric Officer,
Cartographer and Geographer for the
Navy's Operations in Antarctica. He par­
ticipates regularly in the development of

equipment, keys and techniques for photo
interpretation as the Air Force representa­
tive to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for this pur­
pose.

DR. ROSCOE: The field of photo inter­
pretation is enriched by people who collec­
ti vely possess a great variety of experiences.
In almost no other professional group does
one find people who are qualified in every­
thing from alpha to omega. There are
photo interpreters who are engineers,
archeologists, geologists, foresters. and
geographers as well as those who perform
photo interpretation through the tele­
scope, the microscope or via X-ray photog­
raphy.

This year's program is divided into two
parts. The panel is concerned with papers
on all phases of photo interpretation, in­
cluding the controversial subject of keys;
the symposium will be devoted to keys and
their value. The schedule has been planned
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with time allocated between papers for
audience participation. This frequently
brings out points of interest not contained
in the papers themselves.

The participants in this panel have
proven their expertness in photo interpre­
tation. I will not attempt to describe fully
what they have done and are now doing.
Mr. Witenstein, who will present the first
paper, was with the O.S.S. during World
War II, and with the Army in the C.B.I.
Theater. He is now with the Army Map
Service, and is.a consultant on photo inter­
pretation with engineering firms. His
particular field has been social and eco­
nomic interpretation of aerial photographs.

Dr. Ellis L. Rabben is a licensed optom­
etrist and photo interpreter. Since ~rorld

War II, he has performed special photo
intelligence asignments for the Army Field
Forces, U. S. Na:val Photo Interpretation
Center, Photogrammetry Inc., and the
U. S. Forest Service. He is also a profes­
sional writer.

Mr. George Bigelow's experience in­
cludes that of a Naval Officer photo inter­
preter in two wars and a civilian expert
photo analyst for the avy and Agricul­
ture Departments.

Mr. Dill has been with the Soil Conser­
vation Service since 1935 where he has
worked on problems of field mapping,
erosion and sedimentation, flood control
and resource surveys. During \\Torld War
II he served in the Air Force as a photo
intelligence officer.

Mr. Alexander Simontacchi has been
using air photos since 1935 in type map­
ping and forest management. He has as
co-authors Grover A. Choate and David
A. Bernstein. All three men are associated
with the Forest Service Photo Interpreta­
tion Project and are professional forest­
ers.

Mr. Gordon Heath, a ,professional for-

ester for eighteen years, is a specialist in
timber sales, timber management, and in
photo interpretation. After service with
the U. S. Marine Corps, Mr. Heath de­
signed the M ultiplotter and several stereo­
scopes, and developed the stereo-mosaic,
the diagrammatic dichotomous key, and
the integrated associative key.

Mr. Richard L. Stitt is a geologist whose
experience includes compilation of en­
gineering maps, work as an aerial photo­
graphic interpretation analyst for the U. S.
Air Force, and now the compilation of
regional aerial photographic interpretation
keys for the Aero Service Corporation.
His co-author Dr. Ethan D. Churchill is a
forester and ecologist. He was an aerial
photogrammetric analyst with the U. S.
Air Force. He is now a member of the staff
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture
Graduate School and is a consultant,
specializing in Systems and Intelligence
Analysis. He is affiliated with the Aero
Service Corporation and several other
firms as a consultant in photo interpreta­
tion matters. Mr. Ch urchill will read the
paper.

Mr. Robert P. Ireland has made wide
use of aerial photography for geological
applications. He has worked on site ex­
plorations and on foundations and soils
studies pertinent for dams, airfields, tun­
nels and other structures and has special­
ized in the photo interpretation of terrain
for military purposes with the Beach
Erosion Board and with the Forest Service.
Mr. Cullen E. Waldo is an oil geologist
with experience in foreign lands. With the
U. S. Forest Service he has worked on
engineering surveys, maps, photogrammet­
ric engineering and photo interpretation.

Without special introduction Mr. Witen­
stein's paper will be read and discussed. It
will then be followed by the papers pre­
pared by other members of the Panel.


