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INTRODUCTION 

T HIS NATIONAL REPORT of the American Society of Photogrammetry (ASP) to the 1980 XIV Congress 
of the International Society for Photogrammetry (ISP) in Hamburg, FRG, endeavors to give an 

account of the Society's activities toward fulfilling its aims and goals since the ISP Helsinki Congress in 
1976. The document supplements the reports of the seven U.S. National Correspondents to ISP Com- 
missions in summarizing the total photogrammetric activities in the USA since 1976. 

For the second year in a row, the membership of ASP defeated a constitutional amendment proposed 
by the Board of Directors of the Society to change the name of the Society to "The American Society of 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing." Therefore, our name will remain the American Society of 
Photogrammetry. However, remote sensing will be an integral and indivisible part of our profession and 
we will continue to move forward together. 

For long, Photogrammetry has been defined by ASP as "the science and technology of obtaining 
reliable information about physical objects and the environment, through the process of recording, 
measuring, and interpreting photographic images and patterns of radiant energy derived from sensor 
systems." Within this definition, Photogrammetry includes the acquisition of imagery from conven- 
tional photographic systems, as well as sensors utilizing other portions of the energy spectrum. Both the 
quantitative (metric) and qualitative (interpretative) aspects of image analysis are included. Thus, mod- 
e m  Photogrammetry is considered to embrace all the elements of image acquisition, mensuration, and 
interpretation which are called Remote Sensing. Topographic as well as non-topographic applications of 
photogrammetry are included in the scope of modern Photogrammetry. 

Five classes of members constitute our Society. In March 1980, the members in the various categories 
were as indicated in Table 1. 

The objectives and business of the Society are to advance knowledge in the art and science of photo- 
grammetry; to provide means for the dissemination of new knowledge and information; to encourage the 
free exchange of ideas and communication among those contributing to the advance of photogrammetry; 
to stimulate student interest in photogrammetry; to exert its efforts toward the improvement of stan- 
dards; to uphold high ethical principles; and to extend and encourage the use of photogrammetry in 
related fields. 
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