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The 1990 Conterminous U.S. AVHRR Data Set
Using NOAA-11 Advanced Very High Resolution
Radiometer (AVHRR) 1-km data, a time series of 19
biweekly maximum normalized difference vegetation
index (NDVI) composites of the conterminous United
States for the 1990 growing season has been produced.
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Commentary: A Call to Action: Standards for the
GIS Community
The groundwork must be laid now-particularly in the
areas of data exchange and benchmarking-by
establishing a standards committee to ensure that GIS
remains a vital and useful tool.
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Cover image- This image depicts the maximum normalized difference vegetation
index (NDVI) of North America for 11-20 August 1990. The high vegetation index
values are colored in shades of green with a transition to brown for low index values.
Blue represents water and white represents clouds, snow, other bright features, and
the missing data in South America.

The image was produced jointly by the USGS EROS Data Center (EDC) and the
Canada Centre for Remote Sensing (CCRS) using 1-km NOAA-11 AVHRR data. CCRS
produced a maximum NDVI composite of Canada, Alaska, and Greenland and EDC
processed the data for the conterminous U.S., Mexico, and Central America using
standardized procedures. The two regional composite data sets were merged using
maximum NDV! compositing.
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