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mented hare, to the best of our knowledge, i s  the fitst at- 
tempt to validate a global scale. land cover map. Will  il 
be the last? We know that new mapping initiatives are 
on the horizon. There are plans to routinely use NASA's 
Tarra Moderate Imaging Spectrometer (MODIS) data to 
map global land cover. However, we are not aware of 

any plans to continue a global validation program. 
We welcome and encourage all constructive comments 

and criticisms of this work. We thank all of Ihe authors 
and everyone associated with this effort for their contsibu- 
tions. We also thank the American Society of Photogram- 
metry and Remote Sensing for devoting this special issuo 
to the global land covet mapping and validat ion storv. 

Project data sets are avai lable  a t  hltp://  
edcwww.cr.usgs.govJlanddaaclglccIg1cc.html 
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